
 
Representing Ohio’s 25th Senate District that includes parts of both Cuyahoga

and Lake Counties, State Senator Kenny Yuko has devoted his career to

strengthening Northeast Ohio and improving the lives of those who call it

home.
 
Senator Yuko grew up in Euclid and graduated from Brush High School in the

South Euclid/Lyndhurst School District in 1968. He then attended both

Cuyahoga Community College and Kent State University before entering the

workforce.
 
Yuko began his career as a clothing buyer for Polsky’s Department Store, but

he soon found his true passion with union organizing. He served with the

Laborers’ Local #860 for 30 years, including 25 years as union organizer. He

retired from that service in 2004. During his long career, he received multiple awards for his efforts, including the

“2000 Organizing Award” from his International Union.
 
With this experience under his belt, Yuko ran for State Representative in 2004 with the goals of protecting working

families, promoting health care access, and improving Ohio’s economic climate.  He won convincingly and was

subsequently re-elected for three more terms. During his tenure in the House, he served as both Chairman and

Ranking Member of the Commerce and Labor Committee, and was also a member on the Committees on Health

and Aging and Veterans Affairs.
 
Because of his outstanding dedication to the causes he cares about, Yuko has received numerous awards and

recognitions, including: AFL-CIO Lifetime Achievement Award, Kym Sellers Foundation Triumphant Award,

National MS Society Advocacy Hall of Fame, Ohio Counseling Association Public Policy & Legislation Award,

Home Medical Equipment Services Industry State Legislator of the Year Award, Linking Employment Abilities &

Potential (LEAP) Legislative Advocacy Award, National Association of Mental Illness (NAMI) Legislator of Year

Award, Ohio Ambulance & Medical Transportation Association Legislator of the Year Award, The Rosemary

Home Angel of the Year, Mayor Georgine Welo Community Service Award, and various other awards and

citations for his years of service to the community.
 
Yuko resides in Richmond Heights with his wife Pam.  He has two grown children, Rocky and Angela, and three

grandchildren.
 
 
 


