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SENATOR LAROSE ANNOUNCES PASSAGE OF BILL THAT WILL HELP
MILITARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN CHILD CUSTODY CASES

COLUMBUS— State Senator Frank LaRose (R- Akron) announced that the Ohio Senate voted
Wednesday to approve House Bill 121, legislation that addresses special custody concerns
impacting Ohio’s military families. Senator LaRose sponsored companion legislation in the
Senate.

House Bill 121 gives military parents the option of participating in child custody and visitation
rights proceedings via electronic means, such as video conferencing or over the telephone. It also
prohibits a parent’s absence due to past, present or possible future military service from being the
sole determining factor in awarding custody.

“Those Ohioans in the military make significant sacrifices while serving their country, which can
be particularly difficult on their families and loved ones,” LaRose said. “The changes made by
House Bill 121 will help alleviate the burden custody and visitation decisions can have on a
parent who is called to active duty and ensure that their relationship with their child is interrupted
as little as possible.”

In addition, House Bill 121 allows a parent with visitation rights who is called to active duty to
delegate their visitation rights to a relative or to another person with a close and substantial
relationship with the child and requires the other parent to facilitate contact between the parent
and child while the parent is on active military service.

The Senate included an emergency clause in their version of the bill in order to ensure that the
bill’s protections will be available to members of the Ohio National Guard who will be
mobilized in the summer and fall.

The bill now moves back to the Ohio House, where members must agree to the changes made by
the Senate. The bill would then become effective Ohio law immediately upon being signed by
the governor.
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